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returned home: Grote feeling to a certain degree revived
in spirits by breathing the open air, after two months priva-
tion of liberty.

Alas! this experiment, succeeded as it was by another
drive on the 19th of March to Hampstead, proved injurious
to our patient, and Dr. de Mussy, in consequence, inhibited
him from using any exercise, beyond a game or two of
billiards.

Up to this date I had suffered myself to be, if not
sanguine as to a restoration to health, at least not altogether
disheartened as to a partial recovery. The humane doctor,
whilst he abstained from holding out positive expectations of
ultimate benefit " when warm weather should return," yet
forbade me to despair of its vivifying effects in due season.
In the responsible position I occupied, it became a positive
duty to strive to encourage, by apparent hopefulness, the
unremitting endeavours to promote " the master's " comfort
and ease which our kind, faithful domestics yielded. After
the month of April arrived, however, the veil fell from my
eyes, of itself.

To no one did I permit myself to avow the fact, but lived
on, dissembling as best I might, from both friends and
attendants, the fatal reality of the case; whilst (I may be
allowed to add) suffering almost incessantly from neuralgia,
in my own person.

On the 5th of April Mr. Grote broke through the interdict
of Dr. de Mussy, and drove, in a close carriage, to the Bank
of England to sign the dividend warrants as usual, seeming
none the worse for it in the evening.

On the 18th of April we were enabled, by the rare oc-
currence of a mild morning, to take a drive in Hyde Park
(after four weeks passed within doors), in the open carriage.
On viewing the flowers, the green grass, and budding trees,
Grote fell into raptures, exclaiming: " How charming is the
aspect of returning spring! Look at those tulips! how
brilliant they are," and so forth, as we passed along.

Ou the 13th of May the "orders" were again violated, andd so for a quarter of an hour,
